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Popular Literature
Course OQutcomes

CO.No. | Course Outcomes

COl Read and identify certain kinds of literature as 'popular and 'formulaic'.

CO2 Distinguish popular, mass-consumption literature from academic, elitist literature.
CO3 Connect popular texts/films to their cultural contexts of production and consumption.
CO4 Evaluate popular texts/films in terms of their generic Patterns

CO5 Write critically based on an evaluative understanding of texts and contexts.

Credit and Marking Scheme

. Marks
Credits Internal External Total Marks
Theory 5 40 60 100
Total 5 100

Evaluation Scheme

Marks
Internal External
Theory a) Class Test 1 External Exams
b) Presentation/Assignment/Quiz/Group (At the End of Semester)

Discussion, etc
c) Appropriate weightage of attendance
in class.
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Content of the Course
Theory

No. of Lectures (in hours per week): 4.5 Hrs. per week

Units

Topics

No.of
Lectures

[

Poetry
and Short

Stories

Introduction to Popular Literature: Origin and Development;

Sukumar Ray: The Sons of Ramgaroo, and Khichuri

IArthur W. Ryder: The Panchatantra (1975)- The Blue Jackal, The Tortoise and the Birds,
The Bear and the Gardener, The Lion and the Mouse

Activities:

1. Debate: Ethics in Fables

Objective: Explore the ethical complexity of fables

2. Dramatization or Skit Performance

Objective: Bring Ray's nonsense literature to life.

)Activity: Adapt The Sons of Ramgaroo into a short absurdist play or skit. Focus on the
play of language, logic-defying situations, and whimsical characters.

15

II

Detective
Fiction

/Agatha Christie's: The Murder of Sir Roger Ackroyd

John le Carre: The Spy Who Came in from the Cold

Activities:

1. Poirot's Ethical Code Discussion

Task: Have a class discussion on Poirot's decision to let the murderer take their own life.
Was justice served?

2. Comparative Media Study

Task: Watch the 1965 film adaptation. Compare its tone, themes, and character portrayals
to the novel.

Goal: Understand how narrative tone and subtext can change across media

15

111
Childre
n’s
Literatu
re

Ruskin Bond: The Room on the Roof

Lewis Carroll: Through the Looking Glass.

Activities:

1. Cultural Mapping Project

Students research Anglo-Indian society and the cultural contrasts shown in the book.
Have them create a visual map showing locations in Dehradun and how Rusty's
experiences reflect Indian society at the time.

2. Table-Top Theatre: Staging a Dialogue

Objective: Bring Carroll's rapid-fire dialogue to life, highlight character voices. Students
adapt a key conversation (e.g., Alice and Tweedledee/Dum; the Lion and the Unicorn)
into a 3-5-minute staged reading. Props can be simple (cardboard chess-pieces, hand-
drawn masks).

15
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Fantasy|Samit Basu The Simoqin Prophecies
and |Activities:
Science(1, Mythological Inspirations
Fiction R esearch Norse, Anglo-Saxon, or Christian myths that inspired Tolkien.
Enrichment: Discuss how myth shapes narrative structure and worldbuilding.
2. Genre-Blending Analysis
Activity: Identify and discuss how Basu blends Indian mythology with Western fantasy
tropes.
Enrichment: Builds awareness of cross-cultural storytelling and satire.

IV |Henrik Ibsen: A Doll's House 15
Drama Durgabai Vyam and Subhash Vyam Bhimayana: Experiences of Untouchability /
and |Autobiographical Notes on Ambedkar
Graphic|A ctivities:
Novel |1, Character Trial: Nora in the Dock
Objective: Debate the moral implications of Nora's actions.
IActivity: Hold a mock trial where students take on roles (Nora, Torvald, Krogstad, judge,
lawyer, etc.). The class debates whether Nora's decision to leave her family was justified.
2. Debate: Is Caste Still Relevant Today?
Objective: Encourage critical engagement with contemporary relevance.
IActivity: Host a structured debate or roundtable on the ongoing impact of caste in
modern India or elsewhere.
V  J.R.R. Tolkien The Lord of the Rings 15

Keywords/Tags: Youth Identity, growing up, adolescence, humiliation, Doubt, crime, guilt,
suspense, accused, Children's fiction, identity, gender, disparity, Identity, doubt, crime, racism,
casteism, gender, High Fantasy, Mythopoeia, Genre Hybridity, Humor and Metafiction
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